
Parish of St Francis of Assisi

Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 14th August 2018

Present:     , David Boott, Sheila North, Dave Doyle, Liz Draper and Fr Martin Sylvester

Apologies:      Angela Barnes, Deacon Chris Stevens, Jack Stafford, Carol Morris
Opening prayer:        Fr Martin Sylvester

Reading:              Liz Draper

The meeting convened at 11.10am, once it was quorate.

 1. The Minutes of the July meeting (10th July) 

Fr Martin pointed out that in Item 7 “Mutual” should read Mental”;this was agreed, and the amended minutes 
were then confirmed as a true record of the meeting.

 2. Matters Arising from the July Minutes

• Item 2 - Health Watch Derbyshire will contact groups using the Hall; Fr Martin has invited them to 
speak briefly at the end of Mass(es), during which they will invite the congregation to meet with them 
in the Hall after Mass.

• Item 2 - Neighbourhood parking – Fr Martin suggested that as some time has elapsed since the 
original, and only, complaint, which has been replied to, the general response drafted by David should 
be worked on, and kept as a reply to any future occurrences. In addition we talked about having 
notices at the church door, on busy weekends such as First Communion, Easter and Christmas, asking 
those attending “Have you parked considerately?”. Also the idea was raised, and agreed, that a 
Christmas Card should be prepared and circulated to the neighbouring area, with greetings and a 
Thank You.

• Item 3 - Heritage Day – conversations with parishioners since the last meeting have led to the thought 
that the bare spot in the lawn was the site of one of two large ornamental urns which stood there for 
some time. The suggestion was that one of them was stolen, and the other one was sold off at the time
of the church conversion in the Seventies.

• Item 4 - Car Park – Fr Martin has looked into the provision of an electric vehicle charging point, but has 
found that there is no grant aid available at the moment for this kind of installation.

• Item 7 - Mental Health awareness – Fr Martin has received a letter and draft flyer from Harmless - 
“Harmless is a non-profit service user organisation that provides support, training, information and 
consultancy to those in distress, their families, friends and colleagues.
“Currently working with Derbyshire County Council to deliver (for free) Mental Health Awareness 
Training for those working with Derbyshire residents, please find enclosed information on the course.
“The course will run [on Tuesday 9th October] for 4 hours either from 09:00-13:00 or 13:00-17:00, there
is a maximum of 20 delegates attending and 1 trainer.”

 3.  This month’s topic – Eucharistic Adoration

What We Can Do

Four members of the parish are attending the Eucharistic Congress in Liverpool on September 7th-9th, and we 
thought it would be good to find ways to promote and increase Eucharistic awareness and adoration in the 
parish, both at the time of the Congress and ongoing, in line with the aims of the Bishops of England and Wales

Fr Martin circulated two items which he suggested could be put out in the benches at the Masses of the 
Congress weekend (A Quarter Hour Before the Blessed Sacrament and Walk With Me – Eucharistic Adorations), 
with one of the Council to speak at Mass and invite parishioners to take one or both, with the suggestion that 
they pay the cost of them (£0.40 and £1.50 respectively) in the repository box. Sheila and David were happy to 
do this.
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David pointed out that there were lots of resources on the Adoremus (Congress) website; he will print some of 
these off and publicise links and content in the bulletin and perhaps speaking at Masses. These could be rolled 
out after the Congress, tying in with press coverage.
It was suggested that we might have an extended period of Exposition/adoration at the time of the Congress; 
we discussed how this worked in Beeston parish, and wondered whether we would have enough people to stay
in attendance over the period (Fr Martin suggested we would need a minimum of three people at all times)
We decided to pursue having an hour of silent adoration on the days of the Congress (ie Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday) between 3pm and 4pm. This would take the place of the Divine Mercy hour on the Friday, but there 
would be the normal First Friday devotions at 7pm.
We talked about a future ‘project’ of having a Blessed Sacrament Chapel in the town centre, using a vacant 
shop premises; obviously there would be a cost to this, both in an (armoured glass) enclosure for the Blessed 
Sacrament, and in manpower to act as guardians when it was open.
What We Already Do

First Friday Exposition (Monthly)
Divine Mercy Hour (Weekly)
Kneelers/Benches in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel

 4. AOB

• Academy Trust – Vickie Stevens had agreed to take on the role of a Director (instead of her original role 
as a local school Governor) but her understanding was that Trust meetings would be local; it now seems 
that some of the meetings will be at Glossop. She is waiting for clarification of this.

• Prayer Groups – David had had a query from a parishioner about whether it was possible for prayer 
discussion groups to be set up, to meet in church. Fr Martin reminded us that the Grow in Faith meeting will
continue after the Summer break; these cater for both those wanting to learn about the Catholic faith, and 
also, as the name suggests, those wanting to deepen their faith. David will pass this back.

• Sunday Choir – Sheila spoke about the provision at Sunday Mass, and the fact that when Richard was 
away then it was a matter of ‘mucking in’ to keep the hymns available. There is currently no 
deputy/responsible person, and there is no training or practise.
We suggested that the group need to discuss among themselves a way forward, but that one way that we 
could help would be to set up a parish mailbox through which members could communicate 
(availability/advance notice of events etc) – something like sundaychoir@lecatholic.org.uk, which could be 
circulated to all choir members.

• Hospital Rota – Fr Martin said that this has now gone down to once every five weeks, because of 
unavailability. Bishop Patrick is communicating with a variety of priests, ‘encouraging’ them to join the rota.

• Autumn Fair – Yvonne has passed on the message that there will NOT be an Autumn Fair this year.

• One World Day – Liz is continuing preparation for this.

 5. Closing Prayer. Fr. Martin.

The meeting closed at 12.20pm
Next meeting  is on 11th September  7.00pm   - Topic  to be confirmed
Liz gave her apology in advance.
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