
Parish of St Francis of Assisi

Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 8th May 2018

Present:      Liz Draper, Carol Morris, Jack Stafford, David Boott, Sheila North, Deacon Chris Stevens and Fr Martin
Sylvester

Apologies:     Dave Doyle, Angela Barnes
Opening prayer:        Fr Martin Sylvester

Reading:              David Boott

The meeting convened at 7.00pm

 1. The Minutes of the April meeting (10th April) 

Some minor clarifications and amendments were made to the Minutes, which were then confirmed as a true 
record of the meeting

 2. Matters Arising from the April Minutes

• The pilgrimage questionnaire is still being formulated; it will be ready for the next meeting

• Eucharistic Congress – there was a query about whether the submitted forms had been received, as 
no response from the organisers had been received by those going; it was confirmed that our parish 
entries were in place.

• Mount St Bernard – this item will be held over until the next meeting, so that we can have an update 
from Angela.

• Parish Directory – Deacon Chris is continuing to progress this, and he assured the meeting that it will 
be ready by 1st September.

• One World Day – Liz volunteered to oversee the International Meal in October. A poster will be 
prepared well ahead of the date to give parishioners advance information.

• To mark the end of the Easter season bacon butties will be prepared and made available after the 
10.30am Mass on Pentecost Sunday, 20th May. Liz and Steve Draper, and Deacon Chris will head up 
the preparations and cooking.

• It was agreed that Fr Martin will contact Rachel Rose, Chaplain at St. John Houghton, to see if she 
would attend a future PPC meeting to talk about outreach to youth.

 3.  This month’s topic – Parish Communication and Meetings

We spoke about Parish Meetings, and how these have in the past become acrimonious, either because of bad
preparation or the lack of an independent lead. Fr Martin suggested that Parish Meetings should only be held
for a specific purpose, and would need to have an outside (impartial) facilitator, otherwise it could become a 
forum for grievances which should be dealt with locally/personally. If there is a topic that needs full parish 
involvement then a parish meeting would be called. A successful example of this was the We Are Living 
Stones meeting, which was led by an outside facilitator.

The initiative to report back to the parish at weekend Masses seems to have waned in recent months; David 
volunteered to make the report this month (probably on 19th/20th May). It was stressed that we need 
feedback and suggestions from the parish to ensure our meetings don’t become stale and non-productive, 
and so we will ensure that at each ‘report’ we would stress that we are always eager to hear from 
parishioners on how things can be improved/enhanced.

David suggested that a parish email address could be created for the PPC, in case people are unable to 
personally get in touch with one of the members. This will be looked at, and it was thought that if it was 
taken up, then it should be directed to the Secretary.
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Another suggestion was that the PPC constitution should be made available to the parish, as a reminder of its
remit. This could be printed out and displayed near the PPC info in the porch, and perhaps also available on 
the parish website or blog.

 4. Fr Martin

Fr Martin is planning to go away on leave either side of the weekend when the St Barnabas appeal is taking 
place  (weekend 26th/27th May) as the priest could cover the Masses. His expectation is that he would be 
away Friday 25th May to Friday 1st June (Subsequent to the meeting Fr Martin found that the Appeal would 
be given by a lay person, and so he will now go away Tuesday 29th May to Friday 1st June)

Fr Martin enjoyed his recent retreat at Douai Abbey; it wasn’t as spartan as expected, and consisted of long 
prayerful days starting at 6.20am in the Chapel with lights-out at 10.00pm, with no phones, TV or radio, and 
reading restricted to spiritual material only.

 5. Correspondence

A note has been received from Health Watch Derbyshire, who Fr Martin had conversed with at the recent 
Mental Health fair. They are eager to get feedback about services provided in the Long Eaton area, and would
be happy to come on formal or informal visits with groups (parish or other). Fr Martin will circulate this to 
parish groups, and will send a reply suggesting they might want to talk at the end of Masses, continuing in the
Hall afterwards.

(Confidential item)

 6. Porch

David raised the point that the information boards in the porch are overspilling with content, with the 
probable effect that parishioners will not actually read items on there, especially the board near the 
Repository stall, and asked for suggestions to make the notices accessible and interesting. One idea was to 
swap the headings on the two boards (Events / Volunteering) but David’s thought to cut down the long-term 
posters to a sub-set, rotated on a regular basis, met with a response that that might mean the one piece of 
information someone was looking for might not be there.

We then moved on to a short discussion on other changes that could be made to the porch area; the large 
cupboard near the outer door only contains cleaning materials, so we will look to housing this in a smaller 
cupboard (if it can’t be moved elsewhere). There is not much we can do about the tables, ladders and 
wheelchairs in the porch, as all are there for practical reasons.

 7. Deacon Chris

Deacon Chris is looking to have time off around 11th/12th August.

He commented on how disturbing it is that people leave before the end of Mass; there are occasions when 
someone might have to leave to catch a bus if the service has been lengthy, but there seems to a trend for 
people to leave immediately after Holy Communion.

He thought the Easter homilies provided by the Diocese were excellent.

 8. AOB

Jack informed us that the Lottery licence for the parish has been renewed.

 9. Closing Prayer. Fr. Martin.     The meeting closed at 8.30pm

Next meeting:  12th June ..7.00pm  - Topic – New Parents
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