
Parish of St Francis of Assisi

Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 12th February 2019

Present:      David Boott, Carol Morris, Sheila North, Jack Stafford, Deacon Chris Stevens and Angela Barnes 
Apologies:       Fr Christopher Thomas, Liz Draper, Dave Doyle

Opening prayer:        Deacon Chris
Reading:              David Boott

The meeting convened at 7.00pm.

 1. The Minutes of the previous meeting (11th December 2018)

The minutes were confirmed as a true record of the meeting. These will be published on the parish 
blog, and a small number of paper copies made available in the porch.

 2. Matters Arising from the December Minutes

• A query was raised on who Edward Poyser was (Item 3); Deacon Chris explained that he was 
the Financial Secretary for the Diocese.

• Parish pilgrimage – Carol gave an update, saying that currently there were only three names on 
the list, so it probably won’t be going ahead. Sheila said that she and Margaret Lyle had already 
put their names down for a Lourdes pilgrimage, taking place earlier in the year, which has been 
publicised for some time

• Appeals – Carol spoke at Masses on behalf of the White Flower appeal on the weekend of 25th/
26th January.

• Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship – Carol and Jack attended the Diocesan meeting at 
Mackworth on 6th February with Fr Christopher, and gave us a flavour of what was discussed and 
promoted. Hopefully this can be distilled and given as feedback to the parish.

 3.  Transition

We discussed what had happened in the parish in the few weeks since the change of Parish Priest, both 
in Masses and services in church, and in the maintenance and tasks outside of these. Fr Christopher has 
amended some previous practices which were contrary to the rubrics, for instance some of the actions of 
the Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, the way that Children’s Liturgy exit and re-enter the 
Church during Mass. He has also made known some personal preferences in matters where he though 
actions or items detracted from the Mass/Church liturgically, such as certain hymns, running water in the
font and parishioner created artwork.

• Weekday Masses are usually on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, with Deacon Chris leading a 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion on Monday mornings.

• Changes to the weekly Bulletin will be made, moving away from the pre-printed cover to a 
double sided format, at the same time introducing a weekly printed order of the Mass which 
includes all readings and responses – this has proved popular in Beeston.

• Because of the time between Masses at Beeston and Long Eaton it is not always possible for Fr 
Christopher to be seen and available before Mass, but he has been noticeably present for 
Teas/Coffee afterwards on Saturday.

• Eucharistic Services – currently there are no Masses/Services on Wednesdays and Fridays – 
Carol will ask Eucharistic Ministers for availability to lead/assist Liturgy of the Word and Holy 
Communion on one or both of these days going forward

• Now that the Presbytery is not occupied on some days a greater focus on security is needed, and 
it is paramount that we all ensure that all external doors are locked/secured when we leave 
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Church and/or presbytery rooms. Christina Boott is carrying out a review of key-holders, and 
will hopefully be able to retrieve keys that are no longer required.

• Where scheduled Second Collections take place these should be during Mass, and not taken as a 
retiring collection.

• Easter – the services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil make up the 
Triduum, and therefore should all take place at the same Church; as it is not possible to have all 
these at both Churches then the Triduum will alternate annually between Beeston and Long 
Eaton.

 4. Election/AGM

There was a query about whether elections to the PPC were due; however the constitution gives a term 
of three years, and so there is still another year to go until elections are due.
The PPC should prepare and present a report to the parish on what has been achieved over the past year; 
David said that he would start on a framework for this.

 5. Any Other Business

• First Fridays – we discussed what we should do about First Fridays, as Deacon Chris will not 
normally be available. We decided that we would encourage a Service of the Word and Holy 
Communion, with Eucharistic Adoration before (and after?). Timing would continue as normal 
with lunchtime during Winter and evening in Summer.

• Allotment funds – a request has been received from the allotment group with annual report and 
accounts, asking if they could hold a retiring collection to help fund the ongoing development 
and costs at the site. Those present unanimously agreed to recommend this to Fr Christopher.

• AgeUK – Angela is due to talk at Masses on a weekend in Lent; she said that part of the guidance
from AgeUK was to see if we could find someone to volunteer as Parish representative, to raise 
awareness ongoing.

• A large old Bible was left in the porch last year, and since no-one claimed it or wanted it, it has 
been sold, with proceeds going to Parish funds.

• The Finance team will give a Financial statement to the Parish, the proposed date from the 
Diocese is 2nd/3rd March

• A Silverdale minibus has been booked for the trip to Glossop for Fr Martin’s induction, as there 
were only 11 responses initially. However there has been some further responses since, so there 
was query on whether a bigger coach could be ordered, or a second minibus. There were 
suggestions that St John Houghton may have a minibus, or that Mike Key might have one 
available (Angela to check)

 6. Closing Prayer. Deacon Chris.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm
Next meeting  Fr Christopher is keen to attend, but cannot easily make a Tuesday evening. We 
discussed alternatives, such as Monday daytime or evening, although these may cause problems for 
other members. David will talk with Fr Christopher.
It will likely be the First week of Lent (w/c 11th March)
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